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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kono et 
al. 

Kono et al discloses a video/audio recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
all the limitations recited in claim 1, including the feature of the input switching means 
for switching between the first, second and third signals and outputting the selected 
signals (See Kono et al's Figure 1, components 14, and 15, Figure 5, component 9, 10, 
and EXT, and further, see Kono et al's column 6, lines 56-58, where it is disclosed the 
capability of switching between more than 3 inputs signals), and the feature of recording 
the second input signal and the third input signal as one recording unit at the switching 
between the second and the third input signals as specified in the present claim 1 . (See 
the capability of mixing the second and the third channels as shown in Kono et al's 
Figure 24, mixed recording). 

With regard to claim 2, the feature of the first input being a tuner input and the 
second and the third inputs being a first line input and a second line input as specified 
thereof would be present in Kono et al. (See Kono et al's column 24, lines 1-10). 

With regard to claim 3, the feature of the recording operation for recording one of 
the first, second and third input signal; the recording pause for allowing the input 
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switching to switch between the first, second and the third input signals and the 
recording operation for performing recording after the input switching device switches as 
specified in the present claim 3 would be inherently present in the cited reference of 
Kono et al. Since, the video/audio recording apparatus as shown by Kono et al includes 
the capability of performing recording operation on the recording medium of more than 
one channels wherein the timing of said recording operation would not be overlapped. 
Therefore, recording a first channel obtained from a first tuner; and pause the recording 
operation; and recording a different channel obtained from a different tuner at an 
entirely different timing is a present feature of the Kono et al's apparatus. 

With regard to claim 4, the feature of recording the third input signal and the 
second input signal as one recording unit when the input switching device switches 
between the third input signal to the second input signal as specified thereof is present 
in Kono et al. (See the capability of mixing the second and the third channels as shown 
in Kono et al's Figure 24, mixed recording). 

With regard to claims 5-9, the feature of recording the first input signal and the 
second input signal or the third input signal as different recording units when the input 
switching device switches between the first input signal and the second input signal or 
the third input signal as specified thereof would be present in Kono et al. Since, the 
video/audio recording apparatus as shown by Kono et al includes the capability of 
performing recording operation on the recording medium of more than one channels 
wherein the timing of said recording operation would not be overlapped. Therefore, 
recording is performed as different recording units as claimed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kono et al in view of Official Notice. 

Kono et al discloses a video/audio recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claim 10, including the feature of switching 
between plurality of input video/audio signals and recording the selected input signal as 
on the recording medium as specified in the present claim 10. (See the capability of 
recording on the recording medium selected input signals as shown in Kono et al's 
claim 1, for example). 
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Kono et al fails to specifically disclose the feature of converting the selected input 
signal to digital data and recording the same as data file and management information 
as recited in the present claim 10. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the 
video/audio recording/reproducing art to convert inputted audio/video signal to digital 
format and recording the same as data file and management information as specified in 
the present claim 10. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the Kono et al's 
recording/reproducing apparatus wherein the recording/reproducing means provided 
thereof would incorporate the capability of converting the selected video/audio input 
signal to digital format and recording the same as data file and management information 
on the recording medium in the same conventional manner as is well known in the prior 
art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. The motivation is to increase the quality of the 
recorded signals and increase the recording density of the recording medium as 
suggested in the prior art. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , the feature of reproducing the data file from the 
recording medium based on the management information recorded on the recording 
medium as specified thereof would be present in the proposed combination indicated 
above. Since, the Kono et al's apparatus already includes the capability of reproducing 
recorded signals from the recording medium. Therefore, reproducing the recorded 
signals based on the recorded management information would necessarily be a present 
characteristic of the proposed combination indicated above. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

De Haan discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus. 

Nishino et al discloses a video recorder including input switching means. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7374. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



off. 




B. Chevalier 
October 29, 2005. 



